




You r ACT Aspire stu den t  score rep ort  con tain s a lot  of in form ation  abou t  you r skills th at  can  

h elp  an swer th ree im portan t  qu est ion s abou t  you  an d  you r fu tu re.

1. Wh er e  d o  I s t a n d  r igh t  n ow ? 

ACT Asp ire sh ows you r st ren gth s an d  weakn esses in  u p  to  five su b ject  areas: 

En glish , m ath , read in g, scien ce, an d  writ in g. You  can  also see h ow you  are doin g in  

com bin ed  su bject  areas su ch  as En glish  lan gu age arts (ELA) an d  scien ce an d  m ath  (STEM). 

You r report  also sh ows h ow you  p erform ed  in  specific skill areas with in  each  su bject . 

Fin ally, you  can  see h ow you r scores com pare to th ose of oth er stu den ts wh o h ave taken  

ACT Aspire.

2. H ow  ca n  I m a k e go a ls  fo r  t h e  fu t u r e? 

Th e scores you  ach ieved  on  th e ACT Aspire test(s) can  h elp  you  decide wh at  to d o n ext . 

Lookin g at  part icu lar areas of stren gth  an d  weakn ess can  h elp  you  determ in e wh ere you  

n eed  h elp  an d  wh ere you  m ay n eed  to be ch allen ged . Th is in form ation  can  h elp  you  p lan  

cou rsework an d  set  goals.

3. Am  I on  t a r get  fo r  h igh  sch ool, co llege, a n d  a  ca r eer ? 

For m ost  stu den ts, reach in g th eir goals in clu d es gett in g a h igh  sch ool an d  college 

ed u cation . Preparin g for college or workplace train in g m ean s h avin g access to qu ality 

in stru ct ion  an d  pu ttin g forth  you r best  effort . You r ACT Aspire score rep ort referen ces 

ACT Read in ess Ben ch m arks, ACT Readin ess Ran ges, an d , if you  are in  eigh th  grade or 

above, a Progress Toward  Career Read in ess in d icator.

Th is gu id e will h elp  you  u n derstan d  th e in form ation  on  you r ACT Aspire stu den t score rep ort  

an d  h ow it  can  h elp you . Later, visit w w w.d iscover a ct a sp ir e .o r g for m ore in form ation  an d  to 

watch  a vid eo for stu den ts an d  paren ts.



For each  su bject you  took, you  will see a th ree-d igit score. Ju st  like you r teach ers tu rn  you r 

qu iz an d  test  scores in to grades, ACT Aspire takes th e n u m ber of p oin ts you  got  righ t  on  each  

test  an d  tran slates it  in to a n u m ber. 

You r score for each  su bject  will fall in to on e of fou r levels: Exceedin g, Rea dy, Close, or In  Need  

of Suppor t . Th e level you r score falls in to in d icates h ow you  d id  in  m eetin g certain  stan d ard s 

or “ben ch m arks.” Table 1 sh ows th e ACT Readin ess Ben ch m arks for all grad es an d  su bjects. 

Stu den ts wh o score at  an d  above th ese ben ch m arks are on  target  for college read in ess wh en  

th ey take th e ACT® test  in  th e eleven th  or twelfth  grade. 

Tested 
Grade English Reading Mathematics Science Writing

More specific in form ation  abou t h ow you  perform ed in  each  su bject  is also available in  th e 

form  of sk ill s co r es . Several skills (also called  report in g categories) are m easu red  for each  

tested  su bject . Th e score report  in clu des th e p ercen t  an d  n u m ber of poin ts earn ed  ou t  of 

a total n u m ber of p oin ts p ossible in  each  skill. Stu den t  perform an ce in  each  skill is also 

com pared  to an  ACT Readin ess Ran ge, wh ich  in d icates wh eth er you  app ear to be on  target  or 

m ay n eed  h elp.



Figu re 1 p resen ts th e Cu rren t Progress Rep ort , wh ich  sh ows in form ation  abou t  in d ividu al 

su bject  scores an d  th e Read in ess Ran ges an d  skill scores for each  su bject  in  th e skill 

p erform an ce area.

Supplemental Scores
Th ere are several su pplem en tal scores, in  ad d it ion  to su bject  an d  skill scores, th at you  

receive based  on  th e com bin ation  of su bjects an d /or th e grade level at  wh ich  you  tested . Th e 

followin g su pplem en tal scores are available for all grade levels:

• ELA co m b in ed  scor e , wh ich  averages you r En glish , Read in g, an d  Writ in g test  scores

• STEM co m b in ed  sco r e , wh ich  averages you r Scien ce an d  Math em atics test scores

• Pr o gr ess  w it h  Text  Com p lexit y  in d ica to r , wh ich  id en tifies wh eth er you  are m akin g 

su fficien t p rogress toward  read in g th e com plex texts you  will en cou n ter as you  fu rth er you r 

edu cation  an d  work toward  college an d  career

Figu re 2 sh ows a Su pplem en tal Scores Rep ort  th at  referen ces ELA an d  STEM scores an d  th e 

Progress with  Text  Com plexity in d icator.

If you  are in  th e eigh th  grade or above, you  m ay also receive add it ion al score m easu res:

• ACT Asp ir e  Co m p o s it e  sco r e , wh ich  is sim ply an  average of th e En glish , Math em atics, 

Read in g, an d  Scien ce test  scores (rou n d ed  to th e n earest wh ole n u m ber) if you  took all of 

th ose tests of th e sam e grade level. In  th e sam e way you r overall grade p oin t  average in  

sch ool sh ows h ow well you  are d oin g across all of you r d ifferen t  classes, you r ACT Aspire 

Com p osite score sh ows h ow well you  d id  across th e fou r su bjects.
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• Pr o gr ess  t ow a r d  Ca r eer  Rea d in ess  in d ica t o r , wh ich  u ses you r ACT Aspire Com posite 

score to p roject  a fu tu re ACT Nation al Career Readin ess Cert ificate™ (ACT NCRC®) 

ach ievem en t level.

Fin ally, if you  are in  n in th  or ten th  grad e, you r score resu lts also in clu de:

• Pred icted  su bject score ran ges on  th e ACT En glish , m ath em atics, read in g, an d  scien ce 

test s. If you  took a ll fou r corresp on d in g ACT Aspire su bject  tests, you  will also receive a  

p red icted  ACT Com p osite score ran ge.

Figu re 3 sh ows wh ere th ese add ition al m easu res can  be fou n d  on  a stu d en t  score report .

Supplemental Scores
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These scores are estimates of student knowledge and achievement. The student’s actual achievement could be slightly higher or lower than the scores shown. 
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If you  are a n in th - or ten th -grade stu d en t , ACT Aspire su bject  tests offer a bridge to th e ACT 

test . ACT Aspire an d  th e ACT cover th e sam e su bjects, in clu d in g th e writ in g test , wh ich  is 

op tion al for th e ACT. Th e pred icted  ACT score ran ges th at  are in clu d ed  in  you r stu den t  score 

report  can  gu ide college preparat ion  or workplace train in g efforts. You  can  u se th e p red icted  

ACT scores to see if you  are on  target  to ach ieve th e ACT scores you  wan t by th e t im e you  take 

th e ACT. Are th ere su bject  areas wh ere takin g ad d it ion al cou rses or gain in g ad d it ion al skills 

m igh t im prove you r p reparation  for h igh  sch ool or for workplace train in g?

Im provin g you r stu dy h abit s an d  takin g m ore ch allen gin g cou rses can  lead  to h igh er ACT 

scores. Keep  in  m in d  th at th e p red icted  ACT score ran ges are on ly est im ates, n ot gu aran tees. 

You  n eed  to keep  learn in g.

How Your Scores Compare
Next to you r scores an d  represen ted  on  th e graph ic for each  su bject , you’ll fin d  th e n ation al 

average score (n orm  score) for stu den ts wh o took ACT Aspire. Th ese sh ow h ow you  d id  on  

d ifferen t  su bjects com pared  with  stu den ts across th e cou n try. 

You r score for each  su bject  is also associated  with  a  Nation al Percen tile Ran k th at sh ows h ow 

you r score com pares to oth er stu den ts wh o tested  in  20 13 an d  20 14–15. In  figu re 4, th e score 

report  sh ows “78th” n ext  to th e sam ple stu den t’s En glish  score. Th is m ean s th at  th e sam ple 

stu d en t  scored  as h igh  as or h igh er th an  78% of stu den ts in  th e n ation al com parison  grou p. 

Th e bar graph  h elp s you  see wh ich  of you r scores are stron gest  an d  weakest  relative to oth er 

stu d en ts. 
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Compare Your Scores to ACT Readiness Benchmarks
You r ACT Aspire resu lts can  be com pared  to ACT Readin ess Ben ch m arks for grad es 3–10  

to give you  an  early in d icat ion  of wh eth er you  are ready for h igh  sch ool an d  college-level 

cou rsework or for part icipat ion  in  workplace tra in in g.

In  th e m ain  graph ic area of you r score report for each  su bject, th e p lott in g of you r score sh ows 

wh eth er you  scored  above, at, or below ben ch m ark scores (see figu re 5). In  th e exam ple, th e 

sam ple fifth  grad e stu den t scored  4 30  on  th e Scien ce test , wh ich  is above th e ACT Readin ess 

Ben ch m ark of 422, an d  earn ed  an  Exceed in g read in ess level. Stu den ts th at  score at  or above 

th e ACT Readin ess Ben ch m ark on  th e ACT Aspire En glish , Math em atics, Read in g, Scien ce, 

an d  Writin g tests are likely to be on  target  to do well in  th ese su bjects, assu m in g stu d en ts will 

experien ce typ ical growth  m ovin g forward . 

Th e ACT Readin ess Ben ch m arks sh own  on  you r score report  dep en d  on  th e grade level 

you r test  was d esign ed  for, wh ich  m ay n ot  be th e sam e as you r cu rren t grad e level. Th e ACT 

Readin ess Ben ch m arks h elp  you  determ in e if you  are on  target  for college read in ess as 

determ in ed  by you r fu tu re test  score on  th e ACT. You r p ercen tile ran ks h elp  you  com pare you r 

scores to th ose of stu d en ts across th e cou n try wh o also took ACT Aspire.



Your Readiness Action Plan
Look at  h ow you r scores for each  su bject  com pare to th e ACT Read in ess Ben ch m ark scores 

on  you r score report. Th en  com pare you r skill scores in  each  su bject  to th e ACT Readin ess 

Ran ges listed . 

Ar e  yo u r  sco r es  a t  o r  a b ove  t h e  ACT Rea d in ess  Ben ch m a r k  Sco r es  o r  w it h in  t h e  ACT 

Rea d in ess  Ra n ges? If so, you  are doin g well, bu t keep workin g h ard . Th ere is still a lot  to 

learn . Pay at ten tion  to th e im provem en t id eas given  for you r lowest-perform in g skill in  each  

su bject  (see figu re 6).

Ar e  yo u r  sco r es  b elow  t h e  ACT Rea d in ess  Ben ch m a r k  Sco r es  o r  ACT Rea d in ess  

Ra n ges? You  sh ou ld  pay at ten tion  to th e im provem en t id eas, too. Review th e su ggest ion s for 

im provin g you r skills listed  on  each  page of you r rep ort, esp ecially for you r lowest-scorin g 

skills.

You  will defin itely wan t  to d iscu ss an y im provem en t ideas with  you r cou n selors, teach ers, an d  

paren ts so th at you  can  work togeth er to get  th e m ost  from  you r cou rses an d  reach  th e goals 

of bein g ready for h igh  sch ool, college, an d  workplace train in g. It ’s im p ortan t to start  takin g 

act ion  n ow. 



Edu cation  h as m an y ben efits. H igh  sch ool an d  college grad u ates h ave m ore opp ortu n ities 

available to th em , in clu d in g m ore job op tion s an d  h igh er earn in g poten tial th an  stu den ts wh o 

don ’t  grad u ate.

Bein g prepared  for postsecon dary edu cation  m ean s first takin g th e righ t cou rses in  h igh  

sch ool. All stu den ts n eed  to take at least th e m in im u m  h igh  sch ool core cu rricu lu m —fou r 

years of En glish  an d  a t least th ree years each  of m ath , social stu d ies, an d  scien ce. En cou rage 

you r son  or d au gh ter to take ch allen gin g cou rses an d  to pu t in  th e work n eed ed  to do well in  

th ose cou rses.

Com pare you r son’s or d au gh ter ’s scores to th ose of oth er stu den ts an d  to th e ACT Readin ess 

Ben ch m ark scores. Th is can  give you  an  early in d icat ion  of h is or h er likely read in ess for th e 

fu tu re, p rovid in g t im e to ad dress areas wh ere im provem en t is n eeded . Bu t it ’s im p ortan t  

to u se th at  t im e well. Be su re to review all of you r ch ild ’s ACT Aspire stu den t score report , 

particu larly th e su ggest ion s for im provin g h is or h er skills.

Gettin g th e best  ed u cation  possible is an  im p ortan t  key to you r ch ild ’s fu tu re. ACT Aspire 

organ izes th e im portan t  in form ation  you  n eed  to con sider in  h elp in g you r ch ild  develop  

edu cation al p lan s to m eet  h is or h er goals. 




