Fifth Grade Summer Required Reading Graphic Organizer Directions

This is your document for summer reading. Please print this document and turn it in on
the first day of school.

This mini project has nine parts.

Seven of the activities are marked with an asterisk (*) and these activities must be
completed.

Two of the activities marked with a hashtag (#) are the optional activities. Everyone
must choose ONE of these activities to complete. (Please do not do both. Only one will
be graded.)

Student’s Name:

Book Title:

Author:

Genre:

Number of Pages:

Why did | choose this novel to read?

*SETTING

The setting of a story is so important. So many readers think that setting just means
time or place. But readers can see setting as weather, environment, place, era, years,
day/night, seasons, sights, sounds and smells.



Think about the setting of your story. Choose one of the examples of setting and explain
its importance to the story. Please find evidence from your story to support your
answer. (Remember when evidence is cited to use a sentence starter such as: In the
novel, (BOOK TITLE), on page ____, the author states.......... ) Remember to explain
how this evidence supports your idea of why this setting was important to the story.

*Characters

Name three major characters and describe their importance in the novel. Use three
character traits to describe your character and explain how your character
demonstrated these traits. Remember that all writing is done in paragraph form. If
additional paper is needed, please use looseleaf.

Character One: Name-



Character Two: Name-

Character Three: Name-

*Now choose one of the three characters you listed above and make a personal
connection to them. Think about how you are similar to your character. Use evidence
from the novel to support why you think this way. (Use guidelines for inserting
evidence.) Write a paragraph with this information.(Remember your topic sentence,
supporting details, transition words and proper punctuation throughout your paragraph.)



*Conflict

This is the challenge facing the main character. The conflict or problem drives the
action in the story (plot). Write about the main challenge that your character faces. Is
the struggle that the main character is facing with another person, nature, technology,
society or with themselves? Use evidence from the story to support this answer.

* Resolution
How is the problem/conflict solved? Write a paragraph to explain how the conflict was
resolved.



*Connections

Did something in the story remind you of something in your own life? Share your
connection in a paragraph.

Use this sentence starter to begin your paragraph:

The part of the book that reminds me of

is when




* Theme

A theme is a message that the author wants the reader to take away with them after
completing the novel. What is the theme of this novel? (Love conquers all...believe in
yourself...big idea...overcoming obstacles, etc) Cite evidence to support your answer in
your paragraph.



#Figurative Language:

Find two examples of figurative language (similes, metaphors, idioms, personification,

hyperbole, onomatopoeia, imagery....) from the story. Write your examples and explain
what the author is trying to say using each one.

#Questions



What questions did you have while reading this book, and/or what questions do you
have after reading the book?

1.

5th Grade Summer Reading
Project



Dear Parent and Guardians,

With the end of the school year quickly upon us, | know that you are making plans for
your child’s summer vacation activities. Like most parents, you are aware that while the
summer months welcome an opportunity for fun and relaxation, the break from school
activities often causes students to experience a lag in learning upon returning to school
in the fall. In an effort to lessen this effect, the incoming fifth grade ELA students will
have a summer reading requirement. This requirement will help reduce the usual
summer learning loss by providing assignments and suggestions for students’ summer
reading.

The guidelines for this assignment are simple. All students are asked to read an age
appropriate/reading level novel of their choice. (Please be sure that this novel has not
been read before or use a movie as a replacement to reading.) The attached writing
assignment is to be completed after they finish their novel. The report will be due the
first day of school. This will be their first graded assignment for ELA. Of course,
students are encouraged to read all summer long. An assortment of genres feeds a
healthy reading appetite. | am asking that your child gets into the habit of keeping a
reading log all summer long. Please bring their reading logs to school on the first day of
school so we can discuss their choices in reading. (The reading log is only for the novel



they chose for this assignment.) This document will also allow me to examine their
reading level and reading rate.

| hope that you will join me in this important effort and assist your child in their summer
reading. | have met with Ms. Garrity to make certain that all the requirements presented
in this project have been taught to the fourth grade student. She assured me that all
skills are in the realm of the incoming fifth grade student.

Happy Summer!
Mrs. Hughes
shughes@sjfschool.net
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